tf'^H WO** (K9HU9*Mlf Y3 ****** .j .mm Following the world famous "Catalogue of Snakes of the British Museum of Natural History," by Boulenger (1896) , all modern herpetologists regard the species of poisonous snakes described from Southeast Asia by Boie (1827) under the name Trigonocephalus rhodostoma [ as belonging] to the genus Ancistrodon Beauv. Actually, according to its external characteristics, this species in general answers the diagnosis (strictly speaking, based only on external morphology) of the genus Ancistrodon .
However, in contrast to the latter, the scales of this species are absolutely smooth, without keels.
In 1853
Dumeril gave attention to this detail, which warranted placing this species in the monotypic genus Leiolepis (from the Greek words meaning "smooth" and "scales").
Earlier, hoVever, Cuvier (1829) had described a genus of lizards of the family Agamidae under the very same generic name, which is still used today.
No other external morphological differences from Ancistrodon are found in this snake.
As has not yet been mentioned that it carries no more than one tooth (the skulls of other species examined by me have no less than three -- figure a) .
The bone has a very distinctive form owing to the presence on it of a long, gradually tapering \$p&y-appendage, directed upward and forward (figure b) .
This structure on the palatine bone of this species was first noted by Peters (1862) The possibility is not excluded that other southern Asian species, now in the genus Ancistrodon , will also be excised from it after examination of their cranial osteology, and will prove to be related to Cal loselasma.
